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To Walter Crum                                    Datchet House,

Datchet

December 27, 1927
MY DEAR WALTER,,

Many thanks for the photograph and your letter. We
agree that if the photo, is not itself " young and beautiful"
it has in it the record and remnant of a young and beautiful
past! Anyhow, it's a face that has shared and reciprocated
friendly glances with me for a good many years now and
will, I expect, to the end. So I like having it: though I
confess I haven't it at this moment, having left it behind
at Eton, where we spent Christmas.

Well, it's too late for Happy Christmas, but it's not too
late for Happy New Year. And you know I wish you
that, you and all that you love and that loves you. Health
and fame and the Dictionary; these are my wishes for you,
and a speedy visit to London and a merry meeting with

Yours affec.,

JOHN C. B.

I have just been given a volume of le Fanu Ghost Stories
edited by the Provost of Eton (M. R. James). But it's
not easy to make my flesh creep.

Alas, I am sixty-four on January 10!